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Elementary school lessons in Japan to promote Integrated Flood Management

For the purpose of understanding the principles of flood prevention, classes in
Japanese elementary schools were organized to teach school children on flood
prevention measures, evacuation, and rescue operations. The teaching
materials on the Integrated Flood Management were prepared by the Takeo
River Office, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT),
Japan in collaboration with the municipal Boards of Education.

By using the materials, two 45-minute training sessions for 5th grade children
aged between 10 and 11 were organized in the classrooms of the Kuri
Elementary School, Karatsu City on 1 November 2012, and the Mifunegaoka
Elementary School, Takeo City on 21 November 2012. These new sessions
were incorporated into the schools’ regular science curriculum supported by
real flood management information of Matsuura River Basin and Rokkaku
River Basin, respectively. The second session was also opened to the public through television and newspaper to provide local
people an insight into this school activity. Similar lessons are scheduled in several neighbouring schools for the following months.

Student looking for an evacuation route, Takeo City

This activity is introduced at http://www.gsr.mlit.go.jp/takeo/html/eng 03 20.html.
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